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1) Communities should be notified as soon as possible that their vacant school site has been declared 

surplus, and be informed about the process will be considering its future.  
2) Administration analysis of the sites would benefit from investigation that engages the community 

at the information‐gathering stage. 
 
If there is a perception of risk in stimulating concern where none is ultimately warranted (i.e. if the analysis 
determines the status quo is the best option), perhaps the greater risk is in surprising a community with a 
recommendation and raising questions about lack of communication.  
 

3) Community associations and neighbours must be given adequate time to review the Administration 
recommendations and prepare any response or comment. 

4) The Council committee receiving the recommendations on the initial open space/alternate use 
decision must include a public hearing portion for community members and residents to speak, as 
there is no public hearing at the full Council at this stage.  

 
Up to now, information on vacant school sites has not been easily forthcoming. There has been discussion 
– including in response to questions at the Land and Asset Strategy Committee meeting – that the process 
includes early communication with the community, and a public hearing at committee, but it is not entirely 
clear in the report and we wanted to again emphasize their importance.  
 
Thank you to members of Administration for the work done on this project so far. 
 
The Federation appreciates the opportunity to comment to Council, including your indulgence at LAS, and 
we thank you for your consideration.   
 
Regards, 
 

 

Bob van Wegen 
Urban Planner 
Federation of Calgary Communities 


